Jesus is my savior

from myself

By grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
not by works, so that no one can boast. – Ephesians 2:8-9
“I can do it all by myself!” If you have children,
you have heard these words. You want them to
learn how to do things on their own, but usually
they pick times to try when it is least convenient
for you. Walking out the door, already late is the
time they want to tie their shoes for the first
time.

The truth is that no matter how hard we try, no
matter how much good we do, we will never be
perfect. Even just one wrongdoing disqualifies us
from heaven. Honestly, we commit many, many
wrongs in life. So for the prospect of heaven,
each of us has to admit, “I CAN’T do it by myself!”

Have you ever thought, “I can do it all by myself?” Doing a project at work by yourself may
result in a raise or promotion. However, trying to
get into heaven by yourself will never work.

But we don’t have to do it ourselves! God tells us
in his Word that we have been saved BY GRACE!
Though we are undeserving, God deeply loved
us. He sent his Son, Jesus, to open the way to
heaven for us. Jesus did this by sacrificing his innocent life in our place for all of our wrongdoing.
Now, through Jesus we are perfectly right before
God, all because we didn’t do it ourselves. Jesus
did it for us!

Think about this question: “If you were standing
outside of heaven’s gates and God asked you,
‘Why should I let you in?’ what would you say?”
Well, how would you answer? “Oh, I was a good
dad/mom.” “I was faithful at work.” “I never (fill
in the blank).”
If you answered that way, can you hear it? It is
the sound of silence; the sound of heaven’s gates
NOT opening. God requires us to be perfect like
him. That means that if we want to go to heaven
we can never do any wrong…ever!

Why should God let you into heaven? You can
point to Jesus and say, “Because of him.” Jesus is
the one who opens heaven.
Thank Jesus for this wonderful gift! He is your
Savior who did it all for you!
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October 31 is the celebration of

The Lutheran Reformation
Join us for our Reformation worship on October 30
at 8:00 or 10:45am to find out more about this day!
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Bible Instruction Class
This course covers the basic teachings of the Christian
faith. It is an opportunity to learn or review the central
message of God’s Word—our sin and God’s grace,
which is found in Jesus Christ. The class is open to all.
Contact the church office or one of the pastors for more
information or to enroll.

Wisconsin Lutheran School
WLS offers Christ-centered daily education
for children in Pre-Kindergarten through 8th
Grade. First Evan and Epiphany Lutheran
Churches have operated Wisconsin Lutheran
School for over 40 years. WLS is a Racine
Parental Choice school.
Pastor John D. Roekle
262.637.7142
pastorroekle@firstracine.org
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